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Geography Curriculum Long Term Plan  

INTENT Geography Curriculum Intent “Inspiring awe and wonder in the world around us”  
At The Westgate School, our Geography Curriculum intends to:  

• inspire pupils to develop curiosity and fascination about our world through challenging stereotypes, celebrating diversity, and exploring current global issues.  

• equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, and resources in order to give a greater understanding of human and physical processes, alongside our 
need for a sustainable future.  

• provide pupils with a range of geographical skills in order to facilitate a greater understanding of places both local and global. 

EYFS Understanding the World Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of 
children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important 
members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their 
understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words 
that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

KS1 POS Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and 
physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.  
Pupils should be taught to: 
1. Locational and Place knowledge 

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small 
area in a contrasting non-European country Human and physical geography  

2. Human Processes 

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  
3. Physical Processes 

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North 
and South Poles 

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  

 4. Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map Geography – key stages 1 and 2 3  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key  

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 
environment. 
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YEAR R Ongoing:  Understanding the World Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and 
range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important 
members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their 
understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words 
that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Subject 
content 

Exploring immediate environment 

Familiar people and places 

People in the wider community 

Important places for people in their community 

Local Area (Winchester) link to Binky Bear Maps 
Cultural Days 

Suggested 
resources  

Family books 
School map and local area 
Google Earth 

Books about different celebrations 
 

Binky Bear Books and Resources 

YEAR 1  Ongoing:   
o Develop contextual knowledge of our local geography in relation to the UK and beyond  
o Identify and locate continents of the world and the five oceans in relation to each other  
o Identify and understand human and physical features, using appropriate geographical vocabulary 
o Use simple maps and aerial photographs to describe locations and plan routes 
o Draw simple maps involving basic symbols in a key  
o Use first-hand observational skills to study locations and collect simple data in pictographs or similar.  

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Subject 
content 

My school  
The school 
What is special about our school? 
 

My local area 
The local area 
My local has changed so much. 
 

Antarctica/Africa 
Hot and cold areas 
Everywhere in the world in hot. 

Suggested 
resources  

Additional: 
Class chart - Seasonal/daily weather patterns Local  

Continents and oceans song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6DSMZ8b3LE  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6BE4VcYngQ  
Google Earth – Zoom in/out 
UK Atlases & world maps 

Examples of maps with keys  
Google Earth – Zoom in/out 
World maps 
Atlases/Globes 
 

YEAR 2  Ongoing:   
o Develop contextual knowledge of our local geography in relation to the UK and beyond  
o Identify and locate continents of the world and the five oceans in relation to each other – including the seasons and weather 
o Compare similarities and differences of places including human and physical features, using appropriate geographical vocabulary 
o Use maps, aerial photographs and simple compass directions to describe locations and plan routes 
o Draw more detailed maps involving basic symbols in a key  
o Use first-hand observational skills to study locations and collect simple data to analyse/compare using simple graphs or tallies etc. 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6DSMZ8b3LE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6BE4VcYngQ
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Subject  
content 

The UK 
Weather and seasons 
The sun is always shining in the UK 

Townsville, Australia  
Townsville is a world away from our local area. 
(Comparative small area) 
 

Hills  
All hills are the same.  
 

Suggested 
resources  

Google Earth 
www.windy.com 

 

World maps and atlases 
Google Earth 
Continents and oceans song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6DSMZ8b3LE  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6BE4VcYngQ  

Winchester local map 
Google earth 
Local tourist information leaflets 

KS2 POS Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the 
location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, 
understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.  
Pupils should be taught to: 
Locational knowledge and Place knowledge  

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a region within North or South America  

Human Processes and physical geography  

• describe and understand key aspects of:  
o physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  
o human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water Geography – key stages 1 and 2 4  
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world  

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital technologies 

YEAR 3  Ongoing:   
o Develop locational and contextual knowledge of the countries and oceans of the world – naming the UK cities and countries within Europe 
o Begin to identify the position and significance of the Equator, Tropics and Poles on climate/weather, as well as to time zones across the globe. 
o Begin to compare similarities and differences of places including human and physical features, using appropriate geographical vocabulary – linked to local 

area/school as well as a non-European country 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6DSMZ8b3LE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6BE4VcYngQ
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o Use maps, aerial photographs and simple compass directions to describe locations and plan routes – linked to local area/school. 
o Use and draw more detailed, aerial view maps involving symbols in a key 
o Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital technologies 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Subject 
content 

Volcanoes – Anak Krakatoa, Indonesia  
All volcanoes are the same 

Economic Activity - India and tea and trade links 
Why is trade so important?  

The Solent - Economic activity 
Is the Solent the gateway to the world? 

Suggested 
resources  

www.bbcbitesize.com - vocab explanations  
Non Fiction books about volcanoes 
Globes and atlases 

 

www.streetcheck.co.uk   
www.worldometer.com   
Globes and atlases 

 
 

www.streetcheck.co.uk   
www.worldometer.com    
Local tourist information leaflets 
Promotional videos about The Solent/ 
Southampton/Portsmouth links 

YEAR 4  Ongoing:   
o Develop locational and contextual knowledge of the countries and oceans of the world – naming the UK cities and countries within Europe 
o Begin to identify and understand the position and significance of the Equator, Tropics and Poles on climate/weather, as well as to time zones across the globe. 
o Begin to compare similarities and differences of places including human and physical features, using appropriate geographical vocabulary – linked to a place in 

Europe 
o Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, rivers, mountains and the water cycle.  
o Begin to use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  
o Use and draw more detailed, aerial view maps involving symbols in a key – including  
o Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital technologies 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Subject 
content 

Italy  
European Comparison 
Mountains or ski resort -(place) is a world away from 
our local area. 

River Itchen & The Ganges  
(work with Year 7) 
All rivers are the same as our local river.  

Winchester 
(Bradford/Southampton) 
Locational Knowledge 
Is Winchester the best place to live in the UK?  

Suggested 
resources  

www.streetcheck.co.uk   
www.worldometer.com  
Globes and atlases 

www.bbcbitesize.com - vocab explanations  
Non Fiction books about rivers 
Globes and atlases 

 

www.windowswap.com   

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/  

YEAR 5  Ongoing:   
o Enhance locational and contextual knowledge of the countries and oceans of the world – naming the UK cities and countries within Europe 
o Identify and understand the position and significance of the Equator, Tropics and Poles on climate/weather, as well as to time zones across the globe. 
o Compare similarities and differences of places including human and physical features, using appropriate geographical vocabulary – linked to a place in Europe 

http://www.bbcbitesize.com/
http://www.streetcheck.co.uk/
http://www.worldometer.com/
http://www.streetcheck.co.uk/
http://www.worldometer.com/
http://www.streetcheck.co.uk/
http://www.worldometer.com/
http://www.bbcbitesize.com/
http://www.windowswap.com/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/
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o Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle  

o Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world  

o Use and draw more detailed, aerial view maps involving symbols in a key 
o Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital technologies 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Subject 
content 

Economic activity 
Is it fair to buy cheaper chocolate? 
 
 

Earthquakes and Tsunamis 
Earthquakes don’t kill people.  
    

Peru (work with Year 9) 
Natural Resources 
Which biome is the easiest to live in? 

Suggested 
resources  

www.streetcheck.co.uk   
www.worldometer.com  
 

Videos showing the water cycle, tornadoes 

youtube.com www.bbcbitesize.com - vocab 

explanations 

Atlas/World Maps 

Non Fiction books about Earth, climate, weather etc. 

 

Biomes world map 
Atlas/World Maps 
 

YEAR 6  Ongoing:  
o Enhance locational and contextual knowledge of the countries and oceans of the world – naming the UK cities and countries within Europe 
o Identify and understand the position and significance of the Equator, Tropics and Poles on climate/weather, as well as to time zones across the globe. 
o Compare similarities and differences of places including human and physical features, using appropriate geographical vocabulary  
o Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and the water cycle  
o Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 

the United Kingdom and the wider world  
o Use and draw more detailed, aerial view maps involving symbols in a key 
o Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 

and graphs, and digital technologies 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Subject 
content 

UK - Hampshire 
Where is the best place to live in Hampshire?  
Land & trade use/settlements 

Pole to pole 
Physical features – longitudinal map skills 
Linked to prior learning of biomes 
 

St Lucia – Comparative study 
Economy/food/sustainability  
St Lucia is a world away from our local area. 

Suggested 
resources  

www.windowswap.com    

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/  

Biomes world map 
Atlas/World Maps 
Non Fiction books about Earth, climate, weather etc. 

Globes and atlases 

 

http://www.streetcheck.co.uk/
http://www.worldometer.com/
http://www.bbcbitesize.com/
http://www.windowswap.com/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/
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bbcbitesize.com  – vocab explanations  

Globes and atlases 

 

Globes and atlases 

 

 


