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PUPIL GROUPINGS  
 

At The Westgate School we believe that effective teaching and learning takes place when individual 
pupil progress is tracked, monitored and reviewed regularly and teaching and learning activities are 
matched to pupils’ abilities.  A flexible approach is adopted in relation to the organisation of teaching 
groups.  A combination of mixed ability and setting exists across different curriculum areas in order to 
best meet the needs of each individual pupil. 
 
Principles 
Pupil Groupings promote: 
 
- Equality of opportunity irrespective of sex, gender, race or any other protected characteristic. 
- Access to high level learning opportunities. 
- Opportunities to achieve and extend learning and progress. 
- Faculties are encouraged to adopt a flexible and personalised approach to pupil groupings. 
- The Westgate believes in the benefits of mixed ability groupings and opportunities for older pupils 

or more experienced learners to support younger pupils/less experienced learners. 
- The inclusion of every pupil in a broad and balanced curriculum with opportunity to learn 

alongside peers. 
- To meet the needs of all learners and real time adjustments such as through masterclasses and 

peel away groups. 
 
Practice 
Teaching groups are formed by using professional judgement and in response to and informed by: 
 
- Individual tutor groups/the timetable 
- Course and home learning grades. 
- Assessment information. 
- Test and examination results. 
- Consultation with the SLT/Year Leader/Faculty/Subject Leaders and class Teachers. 
- Individual pupil needs and the best use of resources to support inclusion in line with the efficient 

education of all pupils.   
 
Lower School 
- In each Year group there are two mixed ability classes.  
- Pupil groupings will be reviewed regularly, and class changes will be made at least annually.  
 
Upper School 
- English and Maths are grouped, based upon assessment information and professional judgement 

of teachers.     
- Science is organised in mixed ability groups.   
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- PE is grouped in Year 7 according to individual needs. 
- Modern Foreign Languages – pupils entering the school in Year 7 will usually be expected to learn 

the language that they followed in Key Stage 2.     
- All other subjects are mixed ability and based in tutor groups until Years 9 – 11 where 

foundation/curriculum choices (Year 9) and option choices (Years 10 & 11) inform groupings.   
   
 
The flexibility to move individual pupils exists when: 
 
- the Faculty Leader or Subject Leader makes a request to the Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum) 

supported by the appropriate information; 
- additional information becomes available regarding a new pupil to the school; 
- the demands of the curriculum require a different approach; 
- a Year Leader deems it necessary to make adjustments to tutor groups which may include a re-

organisation of groups over the course of Years 7 to 11 inclusive. 
 
Year Leaders will liaise with Faculty/Subject Leaders and Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum) prior to 
making pupil moves which affect the timetable. 
 
FLs/SLs will liaise with Year Leaders regarding concerns about individual pupils’ progress before  
changes to groups are carried out. 
 
Teachers will contact home before changes to groups are carried out. 
 
 
 
 
  


